PREPARATION FOR THE DICTIONARY.

or when they left the'soil of Persia. And
what then? Would the words they then
used be now sufficient for our purpose. And
who can define the bounds of future im-
provement? Who will venture to allege
that men have not yet as much to learn as
they have already learnt? The smallest
acquaintance with the history of human
society and improvement ought to silence
the critics on this subject.

" Nor are we to believe that two nations
inhabiting countries separated by a wide
ocean can preserve a perfect uniformity of
language. Jf a perfect uniformity cannot
be produced or preserved in two distant
counties in England, how is this object to
be effected between the English in Great
Britain and tlieir descendants in America,
India, or New Holland? Let history an-
swer the question. The art of printing,
interchange of boots, and commercial in-
tercourse will retard the progress of muta-
tion and diversities; but no human means
can prevent some changes, and the adapta-
tion of language to diversities of condition
and improvement. The process of a liv-
ing language is like the motion of a broad,